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but why can we get bad s
outcomes?

Voting, as well as decisions in science,
engineering, business and on and on are

central to almost all of what we do. But, overly
frequently the outcome sure appears to differ
from what we expect should happen. As I will
show in this expository lecture, which will have
several actual examples, the problem is caused by
how we make decisions.

A warning; expect to leave this lecture worrying

whether a correct decision was made in a recent
election (maybe for a new chair, or who to hire),
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Mechanical Engineering.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

This lecture was made possible in part by the generosity of F. Wendell Miller, who left his entire estate jointly to lowa State University and the University of
lowa. Mr. Miller, who died in 1995 at age 97, was born in Altoona, lllinois, grew up in Rockwell City, graduated from Grinnell College and Harvard Law School and
practiced law in Des Moines and Chicago before returning to Rockwell City to manage his family’s farm holdings and to practice law. His will helped to establish
the F. Wendell Miller Trust, the annual earnings on which, in part, helped to support this activity.

For information contact Professor Bo Su at bosu@iastate.edu or 515-294-8169




